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Welcome to 
this year’s 3rd edition of 

Many Tongues, One Voice. 
What a year we have had 

so far. Hats off to our 

dedicated teachers and 

support staff who have 

persevered in the face of 

so many challenges. In this 

issue we’re covering one of 

the most exciting things to 

come out of 2021 so far —

the new WIDA standards!  

The wait is over and the 

new standards are finally 

here. Look for more 

information to come as we 

begin to explore the ELD 

Standards Statements, Key 

Language Uses, Language 

Expectations, and 

Proficiency Level 

Descriptors. There’s a lot
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to unpack in these 

documents, so we’ll go 

more in-depth in later 

issues. But for now, you 

can get to know the 

language of the new 

standards. We are also in 

the middle of ACCESS 

testing. The ACCESS is 

administered yearly and 

measures English 

Language Progress. It is 

a time-intensive test that 

covers reading, writing, 

listening, and speaking 

skills. These scores can 

be used in conjunction 

with the WIDA Can Do 

Indicators to help plan 

meaningful and 

accessible instruction for 

our ELs and should be a 

part of every teacher’s 

instructional toolbox. 

Did You Know? 
Did you know WIDA’s standards have long supported a culturally and 
linguistically sustaining approach to the integration of language and 
content. These standards support the WS/FCS Framework for Teaching 
and Learning by representing the diverse learning needs of our English 
Learners, integrating individual student’s learning profiles into planning and 
teaching, using an asset-based approach, and encouraging teacher 
collaboration.  

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors
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Meet the New Standards
By Tamara Coburn, Lead ESL Teacher 

The long-awaited WIDA 2020 Standards have arrived. On March 4, 2021, the NC State Board 

of Education unanimously approved the 2020 Edition of the WIDA English Language 

Development (ELD) Standards. Implementation of the ELD standards will begin with the 2022-

2023 school year. I’m diving in to notice what’s new and look for ways to adapt our 

approaches to teaching and learning.

WIDA has adopted new language to refer to our students, defining multilingual learners as “all 

children and youth who are, or have been, consistently exposed to multiple languages.” While 

this designation does not replace the legal definition of English Learner according to ESSA, it 

does open our conversations with colleagues to encompass strategies affecting far more of 

our students.

The WIDA 2020 Standards are developed around four Big Ideas--Equity of Opportunity and 

Access, Integration of Content and Language, Collaboration among Stakeholders, and a 

Functional Approach to Language Development. Within the WIDA ELD Standards Framework, 

we find the familiar five WIDA ELD Standards Statements with one notable change in 

prepositions: we now teach the “language for thinking and doing” rather than the “language of

thinking and doing.” The Key Language Uses have changed somewhat, now listed as Narrate, 

Inform, Explain, and Argue (Recount has expanded and Discuss is embedded throughout). It’s 

important to note this does not negate the current version of Can Dos with Key Uses. The new 

Language Expectations unpack our standards and guide classroom and content teachers in 

unpacking them even further in conjunction with content standards. These Language 

Expectations establish specific goals for students’ functional use of language in terms of 

interpreting and expressing ideas for a purpose. Finally, the new Framework includes 

expanded Proficiency Level Descriptors. These encompass the word/phrase, sentence, and 

discourse levels within a sociocultural context. As we discover more about these new PLDs by 

grade-level cluster and communication mode, I predict we’ll be able to use this as a tool to 

support differentiated approaches to both ESL direct instruction and the instructional 

approaches our students encounter throughout their 

academic day. The new WIDA Standards come 
packaged in a 390-page document with each grade 

level cluster exploring the appropriate Key Language 

Uses; Language Expectations, Functions, and 

Features; Annotated Language Samples, and the 

expanded Proficiency Level Descriptors. Additional 

materials include support for Key Language Uses and 

for Collaborative Planning. More details to come, or 

you can find additional information HERE! 

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld/2020
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld/2020
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Check out back 

issues of 

Many Tongues,
One Voice 
by clicking 

HERE

FEEDBACK
Give Us Some Feedback: 

Click Here 
to tell us what you think! 

Join Our Canvas 

Courses! 
Cut and paste the links below into your 

browser to enroll: 

ESL –

bit.ly/wsfcsELsCanvas

Elementary SIOP -

bit.ly/WSFCSSIOP

All About The ACCESS Test 

You may or may not know that we are in the midst 

of administering the ACCESS test. All students 

identified as English Learners (ELs) are tested 

annually each spring to evaluate their English 

language proficiency. The ACCESS Test is made 

up of four separate tests:

• Listening (approximately 65 minutes total)

• Reading (approximately 60 minutes total)

• Writing (approximately 70 - 90 minutes total)

• Speaking (approximately 60 minutes total)

This year the testing window is February 22 

through April 23, 2021. This years’ assessment 

presents unique challenges for test administrators 

who must sanitize testing materials between 

students and maintain social distancing during test 

administration whenever possible. This year all 

testing in Grades 4-12 is online but must be taken 

on a school campus. K-3 and students taking the 

alternative ACCESS will take a portion or all of the 

test on paper, in-person on campus. Previously 

postponed kindergarten testing is now moving 

forward. Students may use their own 

Chromebooks and earphones if they meet testing 

requirements. Please be patient with ESL teachers 

and testing coordinators as they navigate this 

unfamiliar terrain.

https://www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/Page/107823
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvJyDvtSnQSgUXc7_A-Kb9Sfk-RfMK553YW-ODdXmCMEqA4g/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Tech Spotlight 
If you haven’t been using Jamboard we highly recommend it! Jamboard is a part of your paid WS/FCS 
G:suite account and can be found with your Google apps. Jamboard functions as a whiteboard where 
students can collaboratively add sticky notes, drawings, images, text, and even annotate. With the app 
students can join from their laptops, tablets, or phones. Teachers can use Jamboard for everything from 
morning meeting, graphing, word walls, polls, sorting, brainstorming, to a virtual art gallery, and more.  
Store your Jamboards on the cloud or save as a jpg or PDF to print. For an example of what you can do 
check out this Picture of the Day activity on Jamboard from Megan Venezia @venezia_megan

Or this  The Great Kindness Challenge 

Download more pre-made templates here: 
• Ten Premade Jamboard Templates for Distance Learning from Ditch that Text Book
• Jamboard Thinking Routines Templates
• 5 FREE Jamboard Templates for Teachers from Hello Teacher Lady 

https://edu.google.com/products/jamboard/
https://jamboard.google.com/d/14B2_6h8oXvhrW3Gi53sgLW9PviO8Psv18ulI0XnOaYM/copy
https://twitter.com/venezia_megan
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1K5qBcSfKrYk_7BTStDlu0ZWjRKH7f6k4oSlwBBgRb4I/copy
https://ditchthattextbook.com/jamboard-templates/
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1W2oTzoBl8BmXUSammv1zYiW5ZicEAUYL9NOHOffUjlA/copy
https://www.helloteacherlady.com/blog/2020/12/5-free-jamboard-templates-for-teachers
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COVID FACTS 
The pandemic has brought added stress to everyone’s everyday lives.                          
Early research suggests that the additional stress has impacted many                       
people’s wellbeing, happiness, and mental health. Here are just some                                  
of the statistics:

• Around 54% of respondents reported feeling more emotionally exhausted since the 
COVID-19 outbreak (December 2020).

• From June 24 to June 30, 2020, around 40.9% of adults aged 18 years or older in the 
U.S. reported having one or more adverse mental or behavioral health symptoms 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

• From January 6 to January 18, 2021, around 36% of U.S. adults reported symptoms 
of anxiety disorder in the past week.

• From January 6 to January 18, 2021, around 28% of U.S. adults reported symptoms 
of depressive disorder in the past week.

• In comparison to all other U.S. workers, K-12 teachers in the U.S. were much more 
likely to be very concerned about being exposed to COVID-19 at work (May-July 
2020).

• The demographic groups which reported the highest levels of psychological distress 
in the U.S. in April 2020, coinciding with the COVID-19 pandemic, were those aged 
18-29 years, Hispanic individuals, and those with a household income of below 
35,000 U.S. dollars.

• Internationally, many countries reported widespread disruption of many kinds of 
critical mental health services: Over 60% reported disruptions to mental health 
services for vulnerable people, including children and adolescents (72%), older 
adults (70%), and women requiring antenatal or postnatal services (61%).

• From June to August 2020 around three-quarters reported at least partial 
disruptions to school and workplace mental health services (78% and 75% 
respectively).

Statista: COVID-19 impact on mental health - statistics & facts and  COVID-19 disrupting mental health services in most countries, WHO survey

Need to Talk? Contact Your ComPsych® GuidanceResources® Program

WS/FCS employees can get confidential emotional support, legal guidance, financial resources, and 
online support. Highly trained clinicians will listen to your concerns and help you or your family members 
with any issues, including anxiety, depression, stress, grief, loss and life adjustments, relationship or 
marital conflicts. Call 800-272-7255 or access assistance online at guidanceresources.com.

https://www.statista.com/topics/7106/covid-19-and-mental-health/
https://www.who.int/news/item/05-10-2020-covid-19-disrupting-mental-health-services-in-most-countries-who-survey
https://www.guidanceresources.com/groWeb/login/login.xhtml
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Stress can cause the following:

• Feelings of fear, anger, sadness, worry, listlessness, or frustration
• Changes in appetite, energy, and interests
• Difficulty concentrating 
• Decision fatigue 
• Insomnia or vivid dreams 
• Headaches, body pains, stomach issues, and skin blemishes
• Worsening of chronic health problems
• Worsening of mental health conditions
• Increased use of tobacco, alcohol, or other maladaptive 

coping mechanisms

CDC COVID 19 Coping with Stress and Mayo Clinic COVI-19 and Your Mental Health 

What you can do to combat the negative effects of stress: 

• Understand your body is being taxed and take care of your body.
• Get plenty of high-quality sleep. 
• Avoid excessive alcohol, tobacco, and substance use.
• Limit screen time and take breaks from media consumption. 
• Participate in regular physical activity.
• Take deep breaths, stretch, do yoga, or meditate. 
• Try to eat healthy, well-balanced meals.
• Keep routines as normal as possible.

Taking Care of Yourself–The Effects of Stress

• Continue with recommended routine preventive measures 
(such as wellness visits, vaccinations, cancer screenings).

• Make time to unwind. 
• Be intentional about connecting with others.
• Connect with community & faith-based organizations.
• Reach out if you need help. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managing-stress-anxiety.html
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/mental-health-covid-19/art-20482731
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of services. The Newcomer Center initially identifies English Learner (EL) students,
so that we may recommend and provide appropriate ESL services. The Newcomer 
Center also helps families by evaluating foreign documents and grades, helping families 
understand and gather appropriate documents to begin the registration process, and 
finding and navigating various community resources.

This has been (and probably will continue to be be) a unique academic year. Even 
though our Newcomer Center has served many families as we’ve transitioned from a 
virtual environment to in-person service since re-opening, there may be potential 
English Learner students who have indicated another language besides English on the 
HLS who have not been officially or provisionally identified as an EL because they have 
not contacted the Newcomer Center. Please help us ensure that we properly identify 
all potential EL students and families by helping us share the message that our 
Newcomer Center is now open and referring families as appropriate.

Please let us know if you have any additional questions and if our district English 
Learner team can assist further in any way.

The Newcomer Center is Now Open for 
In-Person Service

We re-opened our Newcomer Center in November 2020 
in concordance with the beginning of the re-opening of 
our schools (Plan B). Any student who responds to a 
Home Language Survey (HLS) with another language 
besides English needs to be referred to the Newcomer 
Center for English Language Proficiency screening prior to 
enrollment. We have ample space to socially distance 
families and potential students, and we strictly adhere to 
our district’s masking and social distancing rules. Families 
can call the Newcomer Center (336-747-6804) to make 
an appointment for service.

The Newcomer Center is an integral component of our 
district’s English Learner programs by providing a variety
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Anytime Free Virtual EL PD 

WIDA Self -Paced Online 

Workshops
(Paid WS/FCS account)

• Classroom Educators: Engaging Multilingual   

Newcomers

• Developing Language for Learning in 

Mathematics

• Doing and Talking STEM

• Social Studies: Engaging Multilingual 

Learners through Inquiry

• WIDA Writing Rubric

• Engaging with the WIDA Standards: A 

Collaborative Approach

• Leading for Equity: Classroom Walkthrough

School Improvement Planning for the 

Equitable Education of Multilingual Learners

*Please see your testing coordinator if you do not 

have access to your WIDA account.

NCDPI Introduction to 

LinguaFolio Canvas Course

LinguaFolio® is a proficiency-based, 

student-centered, formative assessment tool 

that:

• empowers learners to manage their own 

language learning,

• provides a place for learners to collect 

evidence showing their growth, and

• facilitates language learning in and outside 

the classroom.

LinguaFolio® is aligned to the North 

Carolina Standard Course of Study (SCoS), 

which includes the English Language 

Development Standards and the World 

Language Essential Standards. You can find 

out more HERE.

Nano EL PDs from 

Discovery Education
(Paid WS/FCS account) 

• Empowering ELLs: Academic Vocabulary 

Development 

• Empowering ELLs: Oral Language 

Development 

• Empowering ELLS: Crafting Language 

Objectives 

These can be found under the Professional 

Learning tab in the English Learners Channel. 

https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/classroom-educators-engaging-multilingual-newcomers
https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/classroom-educators-engaging-multilingual-newcomers
https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/developing-language-learning-mathematics
https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/doing-and-talking-stem
https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/social-studies-engaging-multilingual-learners-through-inquiry
https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/wida-writing-rubric
https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/engaging-wida-standards-collaborative-approach
https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/leading-equity-classroom-walkthrough
https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/school-improvement-planning-equitable-education-multilingual-learners
https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/linguafolio/professional-development/canvas-course
https://sites.google.com/dpi.nc.gov/linguafolio/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/
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EL PD Webinar Replays (Previously Recorded)

ESEA Network Webinars

• Trauma and the Brain: Moving Students 

from Surviving to Thriving

• Providing English Learners and Other 

Students Deep and Generative Opportunities 

to Learn

• Literacy Essentials: Engagement, 

Effectiveness and Equity for All English 

Learners

• Using English Learners' Assessment Results 

to Improve Academic Achievement

• National EL Collaboration: From NCSTIIID to 

NAELPA

• The Rights of Immigrant Students and 

English Learners in the Public Schools

• ESSA and English Learners (ELs) - Progress 

and Pitfalls

TransAct Webinars

• Success for SLIFE! by Carol Salva | May 18, 

2020 | A webinar that shares strategies and 

techniques for creating success with a a sub-

population of ELs, SLIFE students, and offers 

techniques that allow for capitalization on 

promising trends for educating this already 

at-risk group of students.

• Collaboration Between Programs Serving 

ELs experiencing Homelessness by Dr. David 

Holbrook | May 21, 2019 | This webinar

examines the benefits of coordinating 

between ESSA Title I / Title III and McKinney-

Vento programs when serving ELs who may 

be experiencing homelessness. English 

Learners in homeless situations may not be 

aware of the services for ELs for which they 

are eligible. 

SupportED Webinars

• Supporting ELs in 2020-21: Looking Back and Looking Ahead

• Practical Strategies & Resources for EL Distance Learning

• Making Text Accessible for ELs

• The Best Collaborative and Instructional Strategies for Supporting Our ELs

• How Teachers Can Advocate for ELs

• The Five Pillars of Equitably Grading ELs

• Effectively Supporting Students with Limited or Interrupted Formal Education in Your Schools

• Embedding Academic Language for English Learners

https://www.eseanetwork.org/sched/E20/session/trauma-and-the-brain-moving-students-from-surviving-to-thriving
https://www.eseanetwork.org/sched/E20/session/providing-english-learners-and-other-students-deep-and-generative-opportunities-to-learn
https://www.eseanetwork.org/sched/E20/session/literacy-essentials-engagement-effectiveness-and-equity-for-all-english-learners
https://www.eseanetwork.org/sched/E20/session/using-english-learners-assessment-results-to-improve-academic-achievement
https://www.eseanetwork.org/sched/E20/session/national-el-collaboration-from-ncstiiid-to-naelpa
https://www.eseanetwork.org/sched/E20/session/the-rights-of-immigrant-students-and-english-learners-in-the-public-schools
https://www.eseanetwork.org/sched/E20/session/essa-and-english-learners-els-progress-and-pitfalls
https://www.transact.com/blog/success-for-slife-webinar-carol-salva
https://www.transact.com/blog/collaboration-between-programs-serving-els-experiencing-homelessness
https://getsupported.net/professional-development-webinars/?mc_cid=fd2c0fb43e&mc_eid=e51aab8320
https://getsupported.net/professional-development-webinars/?mc_cid=fd2c0fb43e&mc_eid=e51aab8320
https://getsupported.net/professional-development-webinars/?mc_cid=fd2c0fb43e&mc_eid=e51aab8320
https://getsupported.net/professional-development-webinars/?mc_cid=fd2c0fb43e&mc_eid=e51aab8320
https://getsupported.net/professional-development-webinars/?mc_cid=fd2c0fb43e&mc_eid=e51aab8320
https://getsupported.net/professional-development-webinars/?mc_cid=fd2c0fb43e&mc_eid=e51aab8320
https://getsupported.net/professional-development-webinars/?mc_cid=fd2c0fb43e&mc_eid=e51aab8320
https://getsupported.net/professional-development-webinars/?mc_cid=fd2c0fb43e&mc_eid=e51aab8320

